January 22-28, 2012
Good Questions, Straight Answers: Pointing Our Lives Toward Jesus
Life Notes for Families

Your children are being taught wonderful lessons about God in their respective
programs at MISSION, and we’d love to encourage you to continue the
conversation from Pastor Mark’s sermon throughout the week. A great way to
continue the conversation is to simply ask questions and listen to your child’s
response. Some great times to ask questions during the week include
mealtimes, car rides (when you’re not competing with iPods and the radio),
during play moments or maybe at bedtime. Questions provide us with amazing
opportunities to know our children better, no matter what their age, and we’re
hoping you’ll share with us some of what your family learns together. We are
praying that 2012 takes each MISSION family farther down the road of loving
Jesus.

This weekend, Pastor Mark helped us learn more about John the baptizer, Jesus
and the power of the gospel to make a difference in our lives every day. Every
day. In everything we’re doing. Talk about the key people involved and then
we’ll review some of the passages from the Bible that Pastor Mark used.

Who was John the baptizer and how did he get that name?
What was John’s main message?

What did he do to get people’s attention?

How did he recognize Jesus?

What did he call Jesus?

To help answer some of the questions, read the following together as a family.
The passages are from Luke 1 and John 1. Talk about any questions you have
as you read through the passages.

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also
a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were upright in the sight of God,
observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly. But
they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both
well along in years.

Once when Zechariah'’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest
before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And
when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled
worshipers were praying outside.



Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of
the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah;
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you,
and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight
of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many of the people of Israel
will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can | be sure of this? | am an old man
and my wife is well along in years.”

The angel answered, “Il am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and |
have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now
you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens,
because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their
proper time.”

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he
stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making
signs to them but remained unable to speak.

When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this his
wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in
seclusion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he
has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.”

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son.
Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great
mercy, and they shared her joy.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going
to name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said,
“No! He is to be called John.”

They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that
name.”

Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name
the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he
wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. The neighbors



were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people
were talking about all these things. Everyone who heard this wondered
about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand
was with him. (Luke 1)

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all
men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was
coming into the world.

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but
confessed freely, “l am not the Christ.”

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “l am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one
calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.””

Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do
you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do
not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie.”

This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John
was baptizing.

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one |
meant when | said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me
because he was before me.’ | myself did not know him, but the reason |
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

Then John gave this testimony: “l saw the Spirit come down from heaven
as a dove and remain on him. | would not have known him, except that
the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom
you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the
Holy Spirit.” | have seen and | testify that this is the Son of God.” (John 1)



What do you think it must have been like to be John?

Do you think you would have been jealous of Jesus after people started
following him instead?

What do you think John received for all the work he did?

We all get to do the same job John did, even though it looks a little different.
Talk together about the various ways we can “point” to Jesus or prepare the
way for others to know him each day. Jesus needs us, just like he needed John.

What’s the best thing about pointing the way to Jesus?
What’s the hardest thing about pointing the way to Jesus?

Talk about some way each family member can point the way to Jesus this week.
And see if there’s a way you can help each other take this step.



